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Mr. President,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me a great pleasure to speak to you today at the beginning of the First APA Executive Council Meeting in 2010. I wish to express my thanks to the Host Parliament for extending hospitality to all delegations since our arrival in this beautiful city. I should congratulate the Parliament of Indonesia, especially Speaker Marzuki Alie and former Speaker Laksano, for their leadership of the APA during the last two years. Our young organization has achieved a lot in these two years thanks to the tireless efforts of our president and his able colleagues who have managed the affairs of the APA diligently and professionally. 
Mr. President,

In today's world, regional organizations play an important role in many aspects of world politics particularly in the areas of peace and security and economic and social development. APA, as an active regional organization, which deals with different issues of importance to our continent is becoming more involved in regional and international issues. We are witnessing that more Asian parliaments are joining our organization and  Member Parliaments are becoming more active in vast areas of our activities and APA is using more efficiently its potentials such as the Troika plus mechanism in dealing with complex issues of our time. Our vision to fly together to achieve APA principles and objectives proves the fact that integration in Asia is not something unachievable anymore. 

Distinguished Delegates,

Since we last met in Bandung in 2009, APA has held its Sub-Committee meetings in a number of Asian countries. I should emphasize, at this point, that after the adoption of the resolution on Streamlining of the Work of the Organization last year, the Sub-Committee meetings in 2010 were mostly held under the umbrella of three Standing Committees and based on the Calendar of Meetings prepared by the Secretariat early in the year 2010. The Sub-Committees on Combating Corruption, Achieving Health Equity in Asia and Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia met in Palau on 13-15 March 2010 and adopted three resolutions. The Sub-Committees on Major Issues of Peace and Security, Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia and Measures for Enhancing Cooperation between APA and Asian Governments met in Tehran on 12-13 May 2010 and adopted seven resolutions. 
The Sub-Committee on Ramification of International Financial Crisis for the Economies of the Countries of APA Member Parliaments met in Jakarta on 12 June 2010 and adopted its resolution. The Sub-Committees on Integrated Energy Market in Asia and Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change met in Moscow on 16-17 June 2010 and adopted two resolutions. The Sub-Committee on Protecting and Respecting Cultural diversity in Asia met in Phnom Penh on 4-5 July 2010 and adopted its resolution. This morning, the Sub-Committee on Alleviating Poverty in Asia met and adopted its resolution. Here, I would like to express my thanks and appreciations to all the host parliaments that have arranged for smooth functioning of the work of the Sub-Committees and for the hospitality extended to all delegations. In my view, the Streamlining resolution has proved to be a good instrument for efficient running of our Sub-Committee meetings; nevertheless, the continued eagerness of some Member Parliaments to host one Sub-Committee meeting is also welcome.
Mr. President, 

In the  year 2010 the sub-Committees prepared 13 Resolutions  for adoption.  I am not going to take  your time about these Resolutions because they have been deliberated and distributed  before.  
A close scrutiny of these Resolutions indicates that APA has endeavored to touch upon major issues relevant to not only Asia, but also to the whole international community. Furthermore, APA has done its best to capitalize more on action-oriented approaches in dealing with issues at hand. In other words, APA resolutions are not mere expression of positions; they also reflect the desire of Member Parliaments to find genuine solutions to these problems. 

However, there are two points which need to be emphasized here. First, since its inception, the APA has adopted a number of resolutions on the subjects of its agenda which by themselves have been a good practice in terms of expression of positions; nonetheless, we have to admit that in terms of actual implementation of the resolutions we need to do more. In my opinion, the political will for the implementation of resolutions on the part of the Member Parliaments as well as designing a mechanism such as the establishment of a core group of at least three Member Parliaments to concentrate on the implementation of each resolution are two main ingredients for the efficient and smooth functioning of our Assembly.
Second, in the resolution on the Ramification of International Financial Crisis, the Secretary-General has been called upon to establish a Panel of Experts to conduct a study on the whole trend of Global Financial Crisis. In order to possess a rich list of experts, the Secretary-General has to rely on Member Parliaments to provide him with the names of experts. Therefore, the Member Parliaments are urged, for this resolution and for future resolutions, to introduce their experts to the Secretariat so as to enable him to establish highly specialized Panels of Experts for the work of the APA.    
Mr. President,

Distinguished Delegates,

In addition to our Sub-Committee meetings in 2010, the Troika Plus mechanism was also proved to be a useful instrument at the disposal of the Assembly when an emergency situation occurs. In response to atrocities committed by Israel in the occupied territories and against Palestinian people as well as Israeli terrorism and mass murder of innocent nationals of other countries on the humanitarian mission to Gaza, the Second Troika Plus meeting of the Speakers of Asian Parliamentary Assembly met in Tehran on 1 June 2010 to consider the latest development of the unprovoked attack, murder and injury of tens of innocent people, including some members of parliaments, on sea bound for Gaza on a humanitarian and aid mission by Israel. 
The meeting adopted the Tehran Communiqué in which the Israeli attack was considered as a grave act of war crime and a gross and utterly unjustified violation of international humanitarian law and of the Law of the Sea Convention. The U.N. Security Council was, therefore, urged to condemn the Israeli attack, hold those Israeli officials who ordered the attack and those security forces who carried out the attack criminally responsible under the Rome Statute and to refer the case forthwith to the ICC for prosecution. Furthermore, the Communiqué reconfirmed our resolve to continue to promote support for the Palestinian cause and the people of Palestine within APA, our national parliaments and constituencies. The Troika Plus has expressed its readiness to engage in similar activities in two other parts of Asia; one in east Asia and the other in West Asia. However, the Troika initiative did not go through for lack of sufficient political incentive on the parts of some parties concerned.       
Mr. President

Distinguished delegates;

I would like to inform you briefly about three important issues. The first  one is cooperation  between APA and ICAPP.

APA has consistently sought, since its inception, to bring its decisions and resolutions to the attention of Asian governments and explored ways to promote cooperation with governments to encourage implementation of its decisions. The Sub-Committee on Enhancing Cooperation between APA Member Parliaments and their governments has proposed a draft resolution to be considered by the Executive Council. The draft resolution proposes some strategies to enhance such cooperation. In this context, establishing cooperation between APA and the International Conference of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP) deserves close attention. 

On 28 July 2010, Secretary-General addressed a letter to all Speakers of Member Parliaments informing them about his intention to propose an item about APA Cooperation with ICAPP and attached thereto an Explanatory Note entitled “ICAPP in Brief.” The letter and its attachment is Annex I to this report.

ICAPP represents more than 300 hundred Asian political parties from 52 Asian countries; both the ruling parties that hold the governments and parties that are the opposition. Establishing cooperation and a working relation with ICAPP represents an opportunity APA has sought to promote closer relations with Asian governments to gain support for implementation of APA decisions.

Like the APA, ICAPP deals, from the perspective of political parties, with major issues facing Asia and the world, trying to build bridges and foster a culture of partnership in Asia. ICAPP has dealt with Asian Monetary Fund, common Asian Market, fighting poverty and combating corruption. It also provides a forum where Asian political parties can transcend ideological differences and carry out multilateral dialogue and cooperation. As there is tremendous common ground between APA and the ICAPP, it is only natural to establish APA Cooperation and working relation with ICAPP. Such a step would be mutually reinforcing to both organizations while maintaining each organization’s unique perspective on issues, i. e., parliamentarian approach and political parties approach. 

In light of the above, Secretary-General proposes a draft resolution to be considered at the Executive Council tomorrow.
The second issue is The APA Day.

Organizations thrive on the importance the membership attaches to its history and the devotion it accords to the vision. As members of a continent with rich cultural heritage and ancient history, Member Parliaments of Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) intrinsically recognize the importance and the value of historical developments upon which our future and the degree to which we dare to dream to materialize our vision depend. 

Flying together is our vision, and making Asia a better, safer and more just place through promoting cooperation and integration is our mission. APA has a good track record in exploring common grounds in Asia in areas that are important to public policy, such as major issues of international peace and security, poverty, corruption, culture and tolerance, energy, financial crisis, and the environment. Many within the family of APA delegates have thought, and sometimes verbalized, that the APA has done too much substantive work within a short span of four years since its establishment in 2006. We should all take pride in working hard to find ways to get us closer to our objectives.
However, this Report is not intended to deal with APA vision, but to recognize and celebrate our history. APA was built on tradition of Association of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP); itself a brain child of some Asian legislative leaders such as Honorable Mr. De Vencia of the Philippines. AAPP was established in Dhaka Bangladesh in September 1999. Until 2006, AAPP held seven annual meetings of General Assembly, respectively in Dhaka, Phnom Penh, Beijing, Manila, Islamabad, Pattaya and Tehran. In 2006, the Seventh General Assembly of AAPP decided to transform itself into Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) and adopted APA Charter on 14 November 2006. 
The APA Charter enshrines the common principles and objectives of Asian parliaments and incorporates the vision for an Asian Parliament and Asian integration. Its adoption represented a landmark development for APA and its process of growth and development. This day, 14 November, deserves to be recognized as an historic day for APA, and a turning point: the APA Day, the Day of Asian Solidarity and Cooperation.

In this context, the Secretary-General proposes that the Executive Council move to recommend to the Plenary to adopt a simple decision to recognize 14 November as the APA Day for Asian Solidarity and Cooperation. The Draft of so a decision is simple and is circulated.
APA Secretariat has prepared 11 posters about various themes of the APA Sub-Committee activities that can be used in educational and publicity campaigns, such as public speaking at city halls and universities and publicizing APA activities in local and national media by APA Delegates. Some of the posters are self-explanatory and some may need a bit of reflection. You may have noticed these posters displayed at the conference room. There are two versions of these posters. One version is in English language. The other posters have left the main message blank so it can be translated into local languages of APA delegates. Therefore, you will receive two DVDs of the same posters. The one marked as generic can be adjusted to different languages. A seven-minute presentation of the posters follows. Secretary-General presents these graphic arts with no claim to having done a perfect job. Surely, artists from various countries may generate other works of arts that the Secretariat would wish to receive and circulate among Member Parliaments.

In another effort to bring APA down to Asian people, the Secretariat has arranged an Essay Contest for university students throughout Asia. Details of the Contest are available on the Secretariat site. The contest is intended to get the younger generation in Asia involved in the work, objectives and vision of APA. One hundred student participants in the Essay Contest will be awarded 150 Euros each. Please disseminate this information to universities in your countries. 

The third  issue is the Financial 
1.  The APA Plenary adopted a Resolution on APA Budget and Expenditure on 29 November 2008, contained in Document APA/Res/2008/04. There was no resolution in 2009. 

This Interim Report covers developments on Financial and Personnel Regulations since November 2008.

The First meeting of the Executive Council on 11-12 August 2009 formed an open-ended Ad-hoc Committee comprising of Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Syria to consider the Draft Financial and Personnel Regulations to be prepared by the Secretary-General. The Ad-hoc Committee met in Tehran on 14 November 2009 and reviewed the draft APA Financial Regulations. Report of the meeting of the Ad-hoc Committee is contained in document Ad-hoc/Rep/2009/10, dated 14 November. 

The Second meeting of the Executive Council in 2009 requested the Ad-hoc Committee to further study the APA Draft Financial Regulations. The Ad-hoc Committee held no meeting in 2010. However, in reply to queries from the secretariat, the Speaker of the Parliament of Saudi Arabia, who was to have served as the chair of the Ad-hoc Committee presented, in writing, a number of amendments to the APA Draft Financial Regulations and underlined his agreement with the Rules with proposed amendments. The amendments of Saudi Arabia concerns articles 6, 10, 15 and 16 of the APA Draft Financial Regulations. The letter and amendments by the Parliament of Saudi Arabia are attached to my Report.
2.  Secretariat forwarded the amendments received from Saudi Arabia to other members of the Ad-hoc Committee for consideration and comment. No comment has been received so far. The Draft Financial Regulations is not a complicated text and in view of the Secretariat is ready for the consideration of the Executive Council. 

The Draft Personnel Regulations, on the contrary, is complicated and requires sustained attention and consideration. The Secretary-General proposes that the Executive Council move to consider Draft Financial Regulations and to defer consideration of the Draft Personnel Regulations to the Ad-hoc Committee. The Executive Council may request the open-ended Ad-hoc Committee to meet in 2011 at the side of the meetings of the Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development to consider the Draft Personnel Regulations and report thereon to the First meeting of the Executive Council in 2011.

In response to Operative Paragraph 4 of the 2008 resolution about the contribution APA has recieved and its expenditure, the Secretary-General reports that the APA Secretariat has received no contribution from Member Parliaments except from the Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In 2009, the Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran generously covered all the expenses of the APA Secretariat, including lease of premise and the running expenses of the Secretariat Headquarters, salaries of staff, fees for development of APA documents and travel expenses. Such expenditures must be seen in light of the fact that the APA Secretariat also takes advantage of government subsidies, preferential exchange rates, and the use of some services from the parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
The Secretary-General looks forward to enhancing the international character of the APA Secretariat. This can be done, pending approval of both Financial and Personnel Regulations, in two ways: Member Parliaments consider making voluntary contributions, however small, or lending staff, as secondment, to the Secretariat. The Secretariat is in the process of relocating to a more suitable premise, where it could appropriately accommodate new international staff.
 The Secretary-General anticipates generating income by supporting major Asia-wide and international conferences dealing with Asian Economic Forum and other APA-related topics to be attended by all stakeholders, including APA delegates and other legislative leaders, government officials and industry leaders from the private sectors. The Secretary-General counts on your moral and political support as the preparatory work moves forward.  

Here, at the end I would like to refer to two unfortunate incidents, one natural and one man-made, in 2010 which have caused enormous anguish and sorrow across the globe. The first incident was the unfortunate flood in Pakistan where thousands of people were killed and injured and millions of people were displaced. In response to the flood, on 18 August 2010, the Secretary-General made an urgent appeal for assistance to the people of Pakistan affected by the disaster and called upon APA Member Parliaments to work closely with their governments and humanitarian organizations to speed up assistance to the survivors of the devastating flood in Pakistan. Although the situation is much better now, the people are still in need of basic necessities and I urge Member Parliament to continue helping their Pakistani brethren.
The second incident was the desecration of the Holy Quran, the Holy Book of half of the APA Member Parliaments, by some extremist Christian elements in the United States last month. On 18 September 2010, the Secretary-General issued a statement condemning the desecration of the Holy Quran and recalled international efforts, including those of the APA in terms of many resolutions on enhancing respect and protecting cultural diversity worldwide. I called on Member Parliaments, all governments, the IPU and other international organizations as well as the NGOs to double their efforts to promote inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue and understanding. The strong position taken by the APA and other international organizations as well as the people across the world in defending cultural diversity and resisting the imposition of one culture over the other cultures prove the fact that the perpetrators of such desecration of religious books and values should think twice before embarking on similar adventures in the future.  
Finally, in one month time, the Fifth APA Plenary will meet in Damascus, opening a new chapter in the work of our Assembly. While registering our thanks to our Indonesian colleagues for all they have done during the last two years, we express our readiness to work with Syria as the new APA President for the next two years. 
Thank You
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